WIVETON CHURCHYARD:

MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS AND PLAN OF BURIALS

By Mary Ferroussat

People who visit a graveyard to feel the beauty and sadness of the place need know nothing
of those who lie there. Even so, a chance find among the inscriptions, an accidental death,
perhaps, or several children together, can add to the poignancy of the occasion. For others
it is the search for ancestors or other relations which is the cause of the visit. For this
purpose an accessible plan of the graveyard and a listing of the stones it contains can be
particularly useful. This article presents such a plan and listing for the churchyard at
Wiveton.

The Inscriptions

In 1885 Walter Rye published a list of all the monumental inscriptions in Holt Hundred
collected by Walton Dew, some time resident of Blakeney." Dew’s survey appears to have
covered all inscriptions, whether on stone or brass, both inside and outside the church, but
however detailed his notes the publication rarely contains the full text of the inscription.
- Nevertheless, it is valuable to have such a record, as some of the information to be seen at
the time has already been lost: either the letters have weathered beyond recognition or else
the stone has disappeared.

Almost a century later, the Women’s Institutes throughout England were encouraged to
record in detail all churchyard inscriptions; with time taking its toll a full record ought to be
made for posterity. So in 1976 a survey was done of ‘God’s Acre’ in Wiveton: a full list
was compiled and a map drawn. The inscriptions were recorded exactly as they appeared on
each stone, and the findings are held by the Wiveton Churchwardens.

For this article a third survey has been completed to note all additional inscriptions made
between 1976 and 31 December 1999. This new survey covers both the old churchyard and
the new burial ground in Mill Lane consecrated in the 1950s. The three tables which follow
the text represent three of the four areas where inscriptions are to be found: one table for the
old graveyard, one for the new burial ground, and one for the cremation plaques which have
been inserted into the wall of the old churchyard just inside the gate. Inscriptions inside the
church represent a fourth group but these are not covered in the present article.

The first table is ordered by surname and gives the date of death and the age of each
person commemorated in the graveyard. Each stone has two numbers, one given by the
W.L survey and one by Walton Dew / Walter Rye. No new stones have been erected since
the 1976 survey. The table also contains some additional notes, mostly of three kinds:
interesting facets on a person’s life or death, the existence of a separate footstone, and
apparent discrepancies between the three surveys. It does not include the full inscriptions,
which can sometimes give so much help to genealogists, as this would take up too much
space, but this information can be obtained from the Churchwardens.



Most of the personal comments relate to military or public service, or to loss at sea. Two
members of the Cooper family, for instance, were washed overboard from merchant
vessels, just five years apart; James Ratcliffe spent 25 years in the Life Guards and fought
at Waterloo. The footstones noted in the table are those which have been removed from
their original positions to lie against the church or churchyard walls, and which can be
identified from the initials and date carved on them (FS in the table). Several of Dew’s
records differ from those in the W.1. survey. Such cases have been checked and those where
Dew is in error are noted in the table (X Dew’). Mostly these are misreadings of the day or
month element of the dates but sometimes a year has been recorded incorrectly or else a
name misread. On his stone 20, for example, he (or his editor) misreads Unah as Uriah. In
one or two cases it is the W.I. survey which seems to be in error or else incomplete. In one
case both surveys misread a name; on his stone 8 Dew records the name Elizabeth whereas
the W.I. has Ella. The true reading appears to be ‘Eleanor’, inscribed as ELEA#OR,
although the burial register gives Ellen! Finally, in three cases there is so much doubt about
the year of death that the burial registers have again been checked, showing that Esther Bell
did die in 1839 (not 1859), that Ann Drake Girdlestone died in 1854 (not 1851) and that
Elizabeth Cademy died in 1845 (as in Dew’s record) not 1846 as it appears to be on the
stone. No other such checks have been made, except for Dew’s stone 32 where his record
of the date is correct.

Two stones recorded by Dew no longer exist (no. 70 for Ann Boyce and no. 25 for Frances
Clarke) so anyone searching the graveyard for these stones with Dew’s text in hand will be
disappointed. One stone has sunk so far that little of the inscription remains above ground.

The second table, for the Mill Lane churchyard extension, lists just names, dates and ages.
One inscription (Robert Grant, 1901) pre-dates the opening of the new burial ground. An
asterisk against a name indicates that the (approximate) age of the person has been
calculated from dates given on the stone. This also applies on the third table listing the
cremation plaques (average age 78!).

It is evident from walking round the churchyard that few stones date from the eighteenth
century. The table below shows the number of inscriptions (not stones) per decade.

Number of Inscriptions (names) per Decade

Decade | Number of | Decade | Number of | Decade | Names in | Names in | Names
Names Names Church Mill on

yard Lane plaques

1700s 1800s - 5 1900s 12 1

1710s 1810s 9 1910s 15

1720s 2 1820s 8 1920s 9

1730s 2 1830s 4 1930s 8

1740s 1 1840s 23 1940s 12

1750s 1850s 26 1950s 9 7

1760s 1860s 15 1960s 3 2110 1

1770s 1 1870s 12 1970s 2 6 1

1780s 4 1880s 23 1980s 4 3

1790s 2 1890s 16 1990s 11 5

TOTALS (all years ) 223 39 10




Only 6 names pre-date 1780 (unless some have been lost) and just 32 names follow in the
next 60 years to 1840. Then comes a big increase: 115 in the 60 years to the end of the
1890s, with the rise really starting in 1845, and the 1850s having the largest decade total.

This may prompt questions about the practice of erecting stones in churchyards. Beginning
in the late 16" century, it was only the wealthy who could afford to erect stones but the
figures suggest that either ‘fashion’ was at work or else that the 1840s and 1850s were a
time of local prosperity. Such questions are outside the scope of this article but it may be of
interest to compare the number of people buried in Wiveton (though not necessarily
resident there) with the number commemorated on stones in selected decades:

Inscriptions (names) as percentage of burials

Decade No. Inscriptions | Number of burials | % commemorated

1820s 8 47 17
1850s 26 49 53
1880s 23 57 40
Churchyard Plan

The plan of Wiveton churchyard is drawn from a survey prepared on behalf of the Society.
The location of the stones is based on the W.I. survey of 1976 and the stone numbers are as
used for that survey (not those given by Walton Dew). The stone positions are not plotted
exactly but are sufficiently accurate to enable any particular stone to be quickly found.

Four of the gravestones (nos 123 — 126, circled on the plan) are ‘listed” as being of historic
interest — they are the four earliest. One records two members of the Bond family, while the
other three carry the name of Smith. This family, including Thomas the millwright, was
prominent in Wiveton in the 17" and 18" centuries and is the subject of a separate article in
this issue of the Journal.

The churchwardens hold some extra information to the effect that certain' children or
families are buried near particular stones, and village memory can sometimes offer the
names of those buried in unmarked graves.
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Broken stone Mill Lane extension
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WIVETON CHURCHYARD : NAMES ON GRAVESTONES

FIRST NAME(S) SURNAME DIED AGE W.l. Dew NOTES
Day.M Year No. No. (FS = footstone)
(X Dew = error in Dew list)
Xin W.1. = errorin W.1.list)

John Henry Alderton 17.11. 1930 9

Alice Alexander 12.08. 1781 67 129 29

Henry Alexander 03.06. 1774 63 130 1

Emma Louisa Anderson 29.09. 1880 19 54 55

Joseph Armes 20.09. 1917 War Memorial

Elizabeth Baker 30.07. 1785 63 33 24

Edmund Balls 09.10. 1827 73 35 26

Elizabeth Balis 29.05. 1840 86 35 26

Caleb Barber 05.04. 1955 72 4

Rosetta Barber 15.02. 1956 78 4

Thomas Edward Barclay 17.04. 1944 33 51 Born 12.02.1911

Blanche Beavis 30.10. 1946 66 26

John Bell 17.09. 1848 85 112 35

Esther Bell 17.08. 1839 78 112 35 (X W.L)

Richard Billham 02.10. 1859 72 59 58 FS

Deborah Harcourt  Billham 27.06. 1849 63 59 58

John Bond 08.02. 1950 76 6

Emma Bond 20.02. 1955 84 6

Christmas Bond 30.08. 1880 82 20 15  Buried Quarington Hill, Durham (FS)

Frederick Bond 25.11. 1866 20 20 15 Drowned at sea (FS)

Unah Bond 13.06. 1866 58 20 15 FS (X Dew)

Horatio William Bond 08.03. 1919 83 31 FS

Susannah Bond 21.01. 1925 85 31

Elizabeth Bond 23.05. 1731 27 123 3 Listed gravestone

Francis Bond 123 Listed gravestone

Thomas Bone 22.05. 1894 67 53

Rebecca Ann Bone 29.01. 1904 69 53

Ann Boyce 24.01. 1859 72 70 Stone recorded by Dew missing
FS by church on north side

Henry Bridges 21.08 1851 70 21 14

Ann Bridges 11.06. 1864 84 21 14

William Buck 25.01. 1845 72 89 47 Altar tomb

Mary Anne Buck 15.05. 1861 74 89 47

Harry Buck 29.08. 1888 19 89

Sarah Miller Buck 21.07. 1897 73 89

Charles Buck 13.07. 19-- 76 89

WilliamH C Buck 12.08. 89

Mabel Caroline Bull 16.05.°1908 131 Born 04.04.1884 (FS)

John Bolders Bunn 05.05. 1888 77 63 FS

Charlotte Bunn 21.10. 1862 23 75 67 FS

Mary Elizabeth Bunn 15.04. 1863 14 75 67 FS

John Bunnett 16.03. 1904 23 32 Interred at Cley (recorded twice)

12



Horatio William

John
Richard
Primrose

S

AM

Ann

John
Martha
Simon
Elizabeth
John
Frances
Richard
Elizabeth
Elizabeth
Frederick
Anna Maria
William

Celia
*Isaac
Dennis

Isaac

George Henry
Mary Ann

Maud

Benjamin

Virtue

Robert

John

Morris Benjamin

Henry Norman
Harry Arthur
Abigail

Ralph Greenway
Samuel

Emily Louisa
George Wells
Elizabeth

Mary Anna
William Newton

James Frederick
Geoffrey Harry

Bunnett

Bunnett
Buxton
Buxton

C

C
Cademy
Cademy
Cademy
Cademy
Cademy
Clarke
Clarke
Coe
Coe
Coe
Cooper
Cooper
Cooper

Cooper
Cooper
Cooper

Cooper
Cooper
Cooper
Cooper
Comwall
Craske
Craske
Craske
Crofts

D'Almaine
Driver
Driver
Driver
Driver
Driver
Driver
Driver

Ellis
Everitt

Fiske
Fox

18.12.

16.03.
26.12.
09.02.

15.10.
19.09.
27.05.
23.12.
10.01.
28.02.

07.12.
13.12.
13.12.
29.01.
15.08.

01.11

07.01.
16.02.
08.11.

08.03.
08.01.
25.10.
07.09.

03.02.
12.03.
28.11.
18.01.

14.03.
. 1884
22.05.
02.06.
24.07.
08.06.
10.05.
09.01.

2412

06.11.
03.10.

12.03.
03.07.

1925°

1904
1972
1972

1877
1822
1823
1844
1846
1787

1890
1898
1923
1942
1947

. 1873

1878
1881
1878

1895
1917
1859
1859
1945
1888
1853
1872
1866

1894

1897
1904
1906
1908
1909
1916

1903
1880

1953
1915

20

23
85
77

71
66
68
74
71
35
54
82
79
70
78
83
21

57
73
25

50
19
34

60
91
64
87
22

26
29
73
22
28
76

28

76

17

13

32

32
118
118

84b
84b

97
100
100
101
101

34

68
68
93
27
27
90

90
90
91

91

78
78
25
10
10
16
84a

92
40
40
40
40
40
40
40

85
38

44
43

45
43
43
44
44
23
25

438

48
48
49

68

13
69

Interrred at Cley (& recorded twice)
Born 06.05.1887
Born 19.04.1895

(Died 1845)

Stone recorded by Dew missing

Washed from the jib-boom of brig
Riga of Cley - Wyberg to Yarmouth

Washed overboard from WDC Balls of
N Shields - Odessa to Dunkirk

War Memorial

(X Dew)

Born 22.11.1885

FS

FS Master Mariner

Greenwich Hosp. Pensioner (X Dew)
FS (X Dew)

Born 04.05.1831
FS
FS
FS
FS
FS
FS
FS

Born 06.10.1837



William Jary Gant 24.05. 1943 82 1

Annie Gant 30.11. 1948 88 1

Leslie William Gant 12.08. 1937 37 3 RN 1916-23  Merchant Service 1923-
36 1st Officer

Martha Girdlestone  21.10. 1860 64 61 54

Thomas Girdlestone 01.01. 1883 82 61 54

John Girdlestone 17.11. 1847 21 60 57 (X Dew)

Thomas Drake Girdlestone  01.06. 1848 20 60 57 Dew gives Drake as surname on 57

James Drake Girdlestone 07.05. 1851 21 60 57

Martha Drake Girdlestone 17.11. 1853 10 60 57

Ann Drake Girdlestone 07.08. 1854 24 60 57 (X Dew)

Katharine Green 04.07. 1813 19 29 21

Anna Maria Grimes 03.03. 1869 81 80 56

Stephen Grimes 03.06. 1879 85 80 56

Anna Maria Grimes 12.07. 1843 20 81 52

Elizabeth Grimes 26.06. 1845 18 81 52

Jane Grimes 17.01. 1897 77 82 FS

Comelius Grimes 19.05. 1902 83 82 FS

Jane Annie Corbett Grimes 05.08. 1923 69 83 FS

John Meadows -  Grimes 16.11. 1918 69 83

Ernest Hubert Grimes 04.12. 1931 66 84

Mary Alice Grimes 26.04. 1938 65 84

Meadows Grimes 21.09. 1952 70 88

Rosina Mary Grimes 05.04. 1962 79 88

Richard John Hammond 31.01. 1885 22 70

John Edward Hammond 18.02. 1886 44 71 2nd Officer SS Birch drowned in
Bospherous and interred at Kavak

Susannah Hammond 04.09. 1849 32 72

George Henry Hammond 18.10. 1849 72

John Hammond 02.08. 1880 75 72

Sarah Hammond 15.02. 1849 30 73 65 (X Dew)

Robert Hammond 28.04. 1852 77 74 66

Lydia Hardy 28.11. 1836 66 122 2

John Hardy 09.05. 1837 69 122 2

Robert Harvey 16.06. 1878 76 76 53

Ellen Harvey 25.01. 1893 84 76

Henry Richard Hewitt 26.04. 1947 69 7

Alice Louise Hewitt 17.02. 1963 74 7

Charles William High 09.11. 1941 61 42

Edith Elizabeth High 20.01. 1968 77 42

James High 11.01. 1920 2 Born 25.03.1849

Eliza Jane High 11.01. 1939 2 Born 27.02.1851

Charles Richard High 1940 War Memorial

Thomas Howard 16.12. 1859 78 87 50

Frances Howard 20.04. 1863 86 87 50

Mary Alice Howard 16.05. 1942 87 113

James Hudson 26.11. 1851 29 56 71 Altartomb

Hazel Renwick Jackson 19.04. 1917 War Memorial

Alma Jackson 20.05. 1922 23 War Memorial

Maria Eliza Jarvis 25.06. 1899 27 46 Born 15.04.1872

Wilfred Jarvis 19.07. 1911 44 48 -

Frances Jary 23.01. 1871 64 94 46
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Robert
Samuel

Mary Frances
Sarah Ann
John

William
Elizabeth
Henry

Mary
Howard

William
Will

Mary
William
Martha
Martha
Gladys Rita
Alfred John
Hilda May
John
Sarah

Alice

Celia
William Albert
Ann Emma

Thomas

Diana

Ann

Charles Joseph

Lucy
William

Ada Edith
Robert
Rev.ICB
Thomas
Mary
Thomas
Mary

John
Catherine
John Buckenham
Catherine
Rose

Ann

David
Mabel Mary
Richard
Jane
Jonathan
Elizabeth
Robert
Sarah Alice
Bartholomew

Jary
Jary
Jary
Jary
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson

Kendal
King

Larkins
Laurence
Laurence
Lee

Lee

Lee

Lee

Lee

Lee

Lee

Lee

Lee

Lee
Loades
Loades

Miller
Miller
Miller
Murrell

Newton
Newton

Parsley
Parsley
Permien
Pigge
Pigge
Plumb
Plumb
Proudfoot
Proudfoot
Proudfoot
Proudfoot
Proudfoot
Proudfoot
Proudfoot
Proudfoot
Proudfoot
Proudfoot
Proudfoot
Proudfoot
Purdy
Purdy
Purdy

01.02.
10.05.
23.01.
21.02.
21.06.
12.08.
15.03.
02.02.

20.01.
00.01.

06.11.
07.08.
05.04.
11.02.
03.12.
05.04.
19.09.
20.06.
29.05.
31.05.
28.04.
25.04.
12.12.
09.06.
23.12.

18.06.
11.10.
02.11.
20.07.

05.02.
31.03.

25.07.
24.07.
25.04.
30.10.
10.05.
15.02.
26.10.
17.03.
13.07.
17.02.
28.02.
03.10.
19.12.
04.06.
21.04.
12.06.
12.10.
15.01.
02.06.
12.05.
10.07.
06.04.

1882
1919
1857
1885
1815
1816
1820
1857

1742
1937

1920
1859
1815
1878
1848
1858
1898
1889
1887
1870
1882
1881
1883
1910
1912

1805
1803
1846
1916

1840
1860

1946
1958
1912
1828
1828
1837
1852
1859
1857
1854
1873
1880
1890
1891
1884
1891
1900
1913
1929
1849
1853
1855

78
86

54

66

45
82

70
79
48
78
48
46

68
77

70
71

48
46
92
27

80

69
83
56
82
76
81
86
75
75
37
25
63
77
82

47
53
77
89

23
23

15

94
95
96
96
103
103
103
104

19
45

39
18
18
22
23
23
52
55
55
57
57
58
58
41

41

24
24
24

99
99

36
36
62
98
98
15
15
64
65
66
67
67
69
69
79
79
79
116
116
77
77
77

46

40
40
40
39

28

16
16
17
18
18

64
64
59

19
19
19

42
42

41
41
12
12
63
62
61
60
60

51
51
51

Aged 2 months

Aged 19 weeks
Aged 29 weeks

Broken cross

FS
Highly respected Clerk of Wiveton

(X Dew)

Aged 11 months (FS)
Aged 8 months

Aged 9 months (FS)
FS

Aged 13 months
Aged 7 months

FS

War Memorial

FS
FS Nee Woods

Born 04.09.1883  Aged 7 months



Amelia Purdy 02.04. 1875 73 77 51

William Purdy 12.02. 1882 77 77 51 (X W.L)
Susannah Purdy 13.07. 1931 86 117
James Ramm 05.05. 1807 65 11 8- F8
Eleanor Ramm 04.01. 1822 71 11 8 FS (X Dew) X W.L)
James Ramm 10.07. 1798 22 12 9 (X Dew)
Robert Ramm 24.02. 1808 21 12
Emily Jane Ramm 09.03. 1853 27 13 10
Elizabeth Ramm 06.11. 1857 77° 13 10
John Ramm 07.11. 1862 84 13 10
John Ramm 20.03. 1869 63 14 11 Harbour Controller Wells Customs
James Ratcliffe 19.02. 1865 72 37 27 25 yrs in 2nd Regiment Life Guards
18 yrs NCO Fought at Waterloo

H S 121
John Smith 01.02. 1787 58 119 7
Ann Smith 16.12. 1794 119 7
Hannah Smith 120
Francis Smith 15.12. 1724 54 124 4 Listed gravestone
Ann Smith 28.03. 1739 60 125 5 Listed gravestone (X Dew)
Thomas Smith 16.04. 1725 82 126 6 Listed gravestone Millwright
Anne Rose Spencer 22.10. 1953 7% 79 Nee Proudfoot
John Spooner 22.07. 1858 63 30 20
Harvey Spratt 11.02. 1952 80 <)
Elizabeth Stranglema  01.01. 1906 102 Born 21.12.1830

n
Henry Sutton 22.04. 1806 61 28 2 X W)
Edward Tailor 10.04. 1811 59 110 33
Mary Tailor 10.05. 1844 77 110 33
Edward Taylor 03.09. 1887 80 105
Eleanor Taylor 24.12. 1860 54 106 38 (X Dew)
Mary Elizabeth Taylor 27.06. 1845 20 107 37
Ellen Taylor 08.12. 1849 22 107 37
Elizabeth Taylor 08.06. 1847 95 108 36
Ellen Taylor 23.03. 1849 84 108 36
William Taylor 15.03. 1819 71 111 34
Mary Ann Ruth Tooke 28.03. 1949 89 8
Louisa Waller 10.02. 1933 128 Born 03.10.1835
James Waller 25.11. 1917 128 Born 08.02.1833
Mary Williamson 02.09. 1812 63 114 30
Francis Williamson 11.03. 1821 58 114 30
James Williamson 03.07. 1812 23 115 31
Samuel Williamson 12.04. 1815 23 115 31
w Wisker 21.01. 1921 39 47 Sailmakers' Mate HMS Pembroke
Henrietta Withers 27.07. 1896 50 86
Anna Maria Withers 29.01. 1893 79 86 Nee Buck
Arthur Kenneth Worboys 23.03. 1908 2 50 Aged 2 years 5 months
Mary Yell 01.06. 1836 79 109 32
Samuel Yell 20.02. 1846 76 109 32 XWwi

17 Unmarked slab
Mum & Dad 49 4 oak posts show grave space
127 Stone unreadable
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CHURCHYARD EXTENSION : MILL LANE

First Name(s)

James

M

Helen

Celia

John

G

Horatia

Anna Maria
Ellen Gertrude
Walter

Annie Edith
Frederick Lancelot
Charles Edward
Florence Jary
Robert James
Margaret
Kenneth Fleetwood
Janet Nicholson
Joan

Barbara

John Griffith
David

Brenda Anne
Dorothy May

M

CHURCHYARD : WALL PLAQUES

Hermann

Dorothea

Jennie Maxwell
Barbara Helen
Ursula Mary

Philip

Michael

Peter

Charles

Kathleen Ella (Kay)

Surname

Ball

Ball
Barclay
Bone
Bone
Buxton
Buxton
Cooper
Cooper
Cornwall
Crabtree
Crabtree
Dale
Dale
Gant
Gant
Gordon
Gordon
Gosselin
Gould
Grimes
Grimes
High
High
Hubert

Bryan
Bryan

Welbourne

Jones
Fookes
Gardner
Browne
Mayho
Clark
Godwin

Died

04.10.1999

16.11.1961
03.05.1966

16.06.1996
20.05.1970
24.04.1979

1962
25.03.1962
25.06.1963
23.08.1972
04.01.1964

2.1901

12.04.1956
12.10.1997

1999

03.01.1997
15.09.1966
18.12.1959
17.07.1997
10.03.1997
1971

28.11.1965
05.03.1979
1983
1990
23.10.1991
1986
1992
1986
11.05.1998
1997

Age

*88

76
86

86
82
88
64
71
72
86
74

*99
*85

62

58
20
43
74
*3

85
94
*86
*83
85
*64
*82
*76
34
*89

First Name(s)

John

William Henry
Emma Mary
Annie Louise
Eleanor Augusta
Joy

Louis

Elsa

Margaret Mary
Edward William

John

Harold

May

John

Henry Pashley
Mabel

Isobel Mary
Brian Pashley
Gordon Edward
Katherine Emily
George Edward
Margaret

Julia

?

Violet Miriam

Reading north to south on the inside of the west wall of the churchyard

*

indicates (approx) age calculated from dates on stone or plaque.

Surname

Jeffries
Liffen
Long
Long
Long
Meadows
Martin
Martin
Partridge
Partridge
Ratcliffe
Ratcliffe
Ratcliffe
Ratcliffe
Ramm
Ramm
Ramm
Ramm
Ramm
Rawlings
Rawlings
Spurrell
Spooner
Wales
Wheeler

Died

08.08.1999
13.01.1957

1992

10.04.1959
30.04.1960
22.03.1959
01.12.1962
12.03.1981
1959
11.09.1961
22.05.1972
02.07.1997
1999
03.02.1988

25.11.1958"

22.10.1971
12.04.1987
1982

Age

61
72

*69

80
85
83

89
*42
70
82
72

66
69
78
83
*85



