NORFOLK WAR MEMORIALS PROJECT

PART III: 1939 - 1945

By Mary Ferroussat

The two previous issues of this Journal have contained articles on the local
memorials from the First World War. This note summarises what is known about the
local men who served and died in the Second World War.

Although the Second World War is still within living memory it is rarely the case now
that local knowledge can supply details of the war service and death of those named
on village war memorials. Some families move away and others do not have the
information, so local knowledge still has to be supplemented by documentary
research. The table shows the information that has been found for three villages:
Blakeney, Letheringsett and Wiveton. As yet very little is known about the nine
names from Cley so these have been excluded from the table, but they are shown
below in case any reader can help:

WE‘*
IN HONOURED MEMORY
- OF THE MEN OF THIS
PARISH WHO FELL IN

CHARLES GODEREY BIRD
CERIC BRETT
GEORGL CLARKE
WILLIAM Gl ARKE
CFRANK DAWSON
FRANCIS LEWIS
JACK RAMM
SIDNEY TWIDDY
WILLIAM VOLLLNER
FRED YARHAM

The award of the DFC to Nicholas Gresham Cooke is a clear recognition of his
bravery in action. Yet many acts of courage and self-sacrifice went unrewarded,
perhaps known only to those few present at the time. Raymond Harcourt’s death is a
reminder of this. After the war a friend of his contacted the Harcourt family to say
that they had both found themselves in the sea after their ship had been sunk on the
way to Japan. The two shared the support of a haversack until it became water-logged
at which point Raymond let go and was drowned — his friend survived.
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